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Lactarius indigo found near Saint Johnsbury, VT; photos Angeline Gragasin
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1. BUDGET
Bill May updated us on the 2022 budget. 
We had $56,913.47 across accounts on 
December 31, 2022.
We will have to use a new tax form 990-
EZ. Caitlin Rackish is advising us on tax 
issues.
We now accept PayPal & Venmo 
We have a $4, 085.53 offset for the end of 
’22 payments.
Fungus Festival cost us $40.27!
We have money to spend and are looking 
at ways to spend it.
See the budget spreadsheet for more details 
2. MEMBERSHIP
Elan updated us on membership numbers. 
Current totals are 1,281
3. WALKS
Dennis confirmed that Cheery Ridge Rd. 
& High Rock will be added as locations 
for our scheduled walks. We also have one 
confirmed new walk leader, Aubrey Carter 
to lead walks in Putnam County. Bethany 
volunteered as walk leader. We will be 
reaching out to members to recruit more 
walk leaders. Assistant walk leader program 
to be continued. Walk cards to be sent in 
June.
4. ID SESSIONS
Will look to resume in person ID sessions 
on a bi-monthly cadence when scheduled 
walks start in June.
5. TALKS
Every other Thursday has a lecture sched-
uled up through the middle of June. A few 
speakers will be presenting from Europe, so 
those will take place on Sunday Morning. 
A few live in person presentations/work-
shop type things are scheduled.
6. SALON SERIES
Members talking and presenting to other 
members as internal talk/lecture series. 
Tom to reach out to people.
7. FUNGUS FEST ’23
Confirmed for Oct. 15th on Randalls 
Island. We have contracted Sneha as a paid 
Event Planner.
8. FUNGUS FILM FESTIVAL
Proposal by Maya Han to pair with the 

festival as far as timing. Still in proposal 
ideation phase.
9. FOOD EVENTS
Re-started this year, and have begun with 
a few smaller events. We will move away 
from an end of year Banquet towards more 
intimate meals. This will be the year of 
small events in lieu of the end of year ban-
quet. Roman to organize.
10. MICROSCOPY WORKSHOPS
Online microscopy series is in the works 
with Elan Trybuch & Tyler Bailey and 
a hands on microscopy series with Paul 
Sadowski
11. COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Began 2yrs ago, originally filled by Sneha; 
Recruiting a replacement via an application 
process is in the works.
12. NON-PROFIT CONSULTANT
A non-profit consultant - Caitlin Rackish - 
has been engaged to help keep us above the 
law. Advise on tax, bylaws and make sure 
we are adhering to the law and understand-
ing implications.
13. WEBSITE
Discussion of redesign and re-hosting; Pratt 
institute is providing an information rede-
sign. This will coincide with a new hosting 
provider and website re-build.
14. SEQUENCING
Nanopore sequencing; We are able to 
nanopore sequence our work @ $2/pop 
with the help of Steven.
15. NEMF
Working through registration form in 
about 1 month, possible microscopy work-
shop @ the event. Few NYMS members 
will be presenters at the club. Going to 
need walk leaders, MCee’s; NEMF will be 
Thursday - Sunday in Kerhonkson, NY
16. SCHOLARSHIP
Time to begin thinking about awarding the 
Gary Lincoff & Cathy Cripps scholarships. 
Tom and Paul to lead the process.
17. STATE MUSHROOM
Given a brief history about the choice, 
Lactarius peckii, there are two bills ready 
to go. Both assembly and Senate need to 
hear that there is support so it gets onto the 
floor for a vote. Vicky & Eugenia are spear-
heading the efforts and will let us know 
when to reach out to members to support 
the effort.
18. NEWSLETTER
Will come out three times a year, to align 

with seasons/content. Now full color & 16 
pages.
19. RESEARCH PERMITS
Van Cortlandt: approved last year. We are 
about to send our end of year notes and 
findings and re-apply to multiple parks 
under one permit. For 2023 we are adding 
High Rock park. This will allow frequent 
members whose names are on the applica-
tion, the ability to collect in said parks any 
time of the year.
20. GARY LINCOFF ARCHIVES
Gene Yetter has been working with NYBG 
to receive Gary’s papers as their new final 
home
21. AUCTION
Fantastic auction last year, we still have 
more books to sell, not just Gary’s books. 
Ethan to spearhead the decision making 
process for the remaining books. We also 
have many other books; we might sell them 
at Fungus Fest 2023 instead of doing an 
auction
22. HAND LENS
$2.50/piece nice gesture and helps people 
get more out of our walks; going to keep it 
going until further notice, the ROI speaks 
for itself
23. DIGITIZING OUR ARCHIVE
Lots of archival material that still needs to 
be sorted.  Karly is willing to consult on 
how to best process/organize; Aimee Lusty 
has volunteered to help with the archiving 
process. We need to first “appraise” the 
work and then we can look to “digitize” 
preserve the work. Tom will reach out to 
people about doing an appraisal/curation 
session.
24. ORAL HISTORY
Will begin talking about oral history and 
how we may maintain the verbal history. 
Tom and Gene Yetter to lead.
25. ELECTIONS
Sigrid, Elan, Bill and Dennis were unani-
mously reelected to their current positions.
26. ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
Sigrid suggested we create an assistant vice 
president position; this is permissible as per 
our bylaws. Motion was passed to do so. 
Sigrid to look for a person to fill this posi-
tion.
Sigrid adjourned the meeting at about 
5PM.
—Elan Trybuch, Secretary  NYMS

2023 NYMS Annual 
Business Meeting
Sunday, February 19th, 2PM
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
From the New York Times, May 29, 1996



NYMS's Second Fungus Fest! 
Sunday, October 15, 2023

We are thrilled to announce our second 
annual Fungus Festival, set to take 
place at Randall’s Island Park, on Sun-
day, October 15, 2023, from 11 AM 
to 3 PM.  This festival is made possible 
through the generous support of Ran-
dall’s Island Park Alliance.

For those who missed the festival 
last year - despite the rainy forecast, 
the event coalesced 1,000 visitors, 
sold nearly 600 festival tshirts, had 
hands-on artmaking and cultivation 
workshops, partnered with the James 
Baldwin Outdoor Learning Center to 
serve up 300 mushroom pizzas, orga-
nized over 30 events and displays with 
the help of partners, presenters, and 
volunteers, gained local and interna-
tional attention, and so much more…

With the city’s infectious interest in 
fungi, we anticipate another busy year.  
We need your help to organize this 
year’s festival!  The festival will feature 

mycology-themed displays, workshops, 
talks, ID tables, and forays, for New 
Yorkers to learn about the important 
role fungi play in our environment.  If 
you are interested in getting involved as 

a presenter, volunteer, partner or ven-
dor, please contact festival coordinator, 
Sneha Ganguly at:
sganguly58@gmail.com.

NYMS's inaugural Myco Film  
Festival! Sunday, October 1, 2023

We are excited to announce the first 
NYMS Myco Film Festival scheduled 
for October 1, 2023 at an arthouse 
cinema in New York City and stream-
ing online in a virtual film fest later in 
October 2023.

We will showcase the fascinating 
world of mycology and provide a 
platform for looking at and thinking 
of mycology in bold new ways (beyond 
popular culture’s limited fixation on 
magic mushrooms).

While we are looking forward to 
showcasing work by our members, 
non-members are very welcome to sub-
mit work! All are encouraged to apply 
via the submission form here:  
https://tinyurl.com/2p855ex3

SAVE THE DATE(S)



Sigrid Jakob
259 21st Street 3J
Brooklyn NY 11215


